DANIEL KELM
The Book Restructured- Wire Edge Binding—October 15-16, 2010 (Friday 9:30-5:00; Saturday 9:30-5:00). $200 plus $35 materials fee.

Venue: The Drawing Studio, 33 South Sixth Avenue, Tucson.
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Synesthesia, Terrance McKenna, published by Granary Books, NYC.  Daniel collaborated with Tim Ely and Phil Gallo for this edition.  Daniel bound the book in his wire edge style.  Here you see spine and front cover details.  The sections are attached to one another by tying square knots. (Your codex model will utilize the same page structure and knotting.)

WIRE EDGE BINDING: The range of books being produced today by artists is truly remarkable.  Some diverge wildly from what we recognize as traditional book form, others play with slight variations.  If you’re interested in creating a non-traditional book (e.g., a book with thick pages, or a book that is sculptural), the achievement of your goal may require the use of a material or movement not possible with conventional structures.  Wire edge hinging grew out of just such a challenge.  This binding configuration utilized a thin metal wire along the spine edge of each page.  The metal wire is exposed at regular intervals creating knotting stations where thread attaches one page to the next.  The result is a binding that opens exceptionally well, and gives you the option of producing unusual shapes.  During this two-day workshop we will look at various wire-edge structures useful for books, enclosures, and articulated sculpture.  You will produce both a simple codex, and an accordion model that forms a tetrahedron.
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Before Daniel Kelm settled into his career in the book arts, he received formal training in chemistry and taught at the University of Minnesota.  Daniel’s experience with books began over thirty years ago with employment in various production studios where he learned progressively more specialized traditional bookbinding techniques.  In 1983 he opened his own studio, now called The Wide Awake Garage, where he designs and produces artist’s books, interpretive fine bindings, and book sculptures.  He is known for his innovative structures, invention of the wire edge binding, and extensive knowledge of materials.  Daniel founded the Garage Annex School for Book Arts in 1990 (www.GarageAnnexSchool.com). 

Daniel Kelm had a major solo exhibition of his bookwork at the Smith College Museum of Art.  We suggest you visit the online catalog by linking on: http://www.smith.edu/artmuseum/exhibitions/kelm/index.htm. You can see images of his books and you can also watch short videos of Kelm manipulating and describing his unusual bindings—several of which are variations of wire edge binding.
Tetrahedral accordion made by a student who personalized her model with her own decorated paste paper.  Wire edge binding allows you to create books that are sculptural and that open and move in unusual ways.  In addition to a tetrahedral accordion, you will make a simple codex (not shown) in this workshop.





Venus, artist book by Daniel E. Kelm, unique copy bound by Daniel E. Kelm with the assistance of Barbara Crocker, 1991-2007.  Venus is associated with the metal copper, and Kelm’s book is one in a series on the alchemical metals.  Venus is fashioned from cut and etched copper, copper rod and tubing, solder, acrylic spattered paper, paperboard, stainless steel wire, and wire edge binding.  The book consists of 3 separate pieces that nest together creating an integrated whole.





Venus, detail








